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Activity Instructions 
Francis started to see how every piece of the world is dependent on 
other parts and that it is important to make each part sustainable, so 
no links drop out of the chain. At the beginning of the Energy Web is 
the sun and then the plants that get their ability to create energy from 
the sun!  

Not everyone has the space to build a garden to grow all the fruits and 
vegetables to feed their family, so what can you do to help? Even if you 
cannot grow enough to feed your family, what can you do to get 
outdoors and just watch the miracle of creation? Can you find things 
around your home and school that can be used to build a garden?  

When planning your mini-garden look for items heading to your trash 
and recycle bags that can be used to start a creative garden! Finally! 
Something to do with empty jars, milk jugs and so much more! 

Build a miniature garden: 
A. Take an empty jar or plastic container. Remove the lid or cut off the 

top of a plastic bottle to provide a large opening. 
B. Use chalkboard paint to paint on a square space where you can use 

chalk to write the name of the seeds or plant on the jar.  
C. Add some pieces of a broken terra cotta pot in the bottom to 

provide drainage if you cannot punch holes in the bottom with a 
Phillip’s screwdriver or anything like that.  

D. Fill the container with a good quality potting soil.  
E. Add seeds or small plants/herbs. 
F. Water thoroughly and place in a warm sunny spot. 
G. Add water when the soil dries out and watch it grow.  

Discussion Questions 
1. How can you share your garden with others to let them see the 

beauty of creation? 
2. What other creative ways can you find to grow a mini-garden? 
3. What is the purpose of your mini-garden? 

• Does it provide food? 
• Is it a place where learning happens? 
• Could you use the garden to start a conservation?
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Prayer 
Gracious God, it is a joy to 
plant things and watch 
them grow.  Help me to 
take good care of this 
plant I have started that it 
may grow big and strong. 
Amen.

Supply List 
Terra cotta pot to break 
into pieces 

2 liter bottles 

Potting soil 

Seeds or small plants 

Phillips screwdriver 

Sharp blade or scissors  

Chalkboard Paint & paint 
brush 

Chalk
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