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Activity Instructions 
Francis had an encounter with a leper that changed his life. He 
encourages us to treat others with compassion, especially those we 
might be a bit uncomfortable around. This activity presents an 
opportunity for children to visit the elderly in a nursing home. 

1. Prepare the child/children for the visit; talk about why nursing 
homes exist, who lives there, and who works there.  

2. Visit with the child/children about something they would like to 
share with the residents; hand made cards or pictures,  flowers 
collected from a home flower garden, a special talent they could 
share (i.e. play a musical instrument during a meal time). 

3. Contact the nursing home Activity Director to let them know you 
wish to bring the child/children for a visit and to find out what 
would be a good day and time for the visit. 

4. Assist the child/children to make their gifts or to practice their 
talent so they will feel well prepared. 

5. Following the visit select one or more of the discussion questions 
below to explore the experience with the child/children. 

Discussion Questions 
1. Was there anything that surprised you during the visit? 

2. What did you see the workers doing to help take care of the 
residents (pushing wheelchairs, assisting with feeding, providing 
medicines, talking with them, etc.). 

3. Why do you think it was important to share something of yourself 
(your gift) with the residents? 

4. Would you like to go back again for a visit? Why or why not?
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Prayer 
Loving God, we thank you 
for the time we spent with 
the older people today. 
Please help us to 
remember that when we 
serve others, we are in 
turn serving your son 
Jesus Christ.  

Supply List 
Depends on what the child 
wishes to bring. 

Hand made cards or 
pictures: crafting supplies 

Flowers and vase with 
water 

Transportation to and from 
the facility

Matthew 25:45 

“In truth I tell you, in so far as you did this to one of the least of these, you 
did it to me.”

http://www.francisandfriends.org

